Questioning Solidarity: Migrant Women and their NGO Allies in Europe by Agustin, Laura
University of Massachusetts Amherst
ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst
Master's Capstone Projects Center for International Education
1998
Questioning Solidarity: Migrant Women and their
NGO Allies in Europe
Laura Agustin
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umass.edu/cie_capstones
Part of the Education Commons
This Open Access Capstone is brought to you for free and open access by the Center for International Education at ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Master's Capstone Projects by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst. For more
information, please contact scholarworks@library.umass.edu.
Agustin, Laura, "Questioning Solidarity: Migrant Women and their NGO Allies in Europe" (1998). Master's Capstone Projects. 165.
Retrieved from https://scholarworks.umass.edu/cie_capstones/165

Questioning Solidarity: 
Migrant Women and their NGO Allies in Europe 
Master's Project 
Laura Agustin 
Center for International Education 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
December 1998 
Advisor: Sally Habana-Hafner 








































































/Assessment of Services Offered by the Three Groups 
I 
I 
Medicos del Mundo takes gynecological services out to migrant prostitutes. Medical
interventions that are not performed are facilitated through information. Little written 
material is used. Direct counselling is offered. By following known regular routes, 
women who wish to stay in contact may do so. Medicos del Mundo has information on 
courses open to migrants such as Spanish and formation as caregivers for children and 
the elderly. In its office in a red-light district, there are bulletin boards and counsellors. 
It's at street level in one of the principle prostitution streets. 
Medicos del Mundo is a progressive organisation with a lot of money; its mobile units 
are large, deluxe and well-equipped. Its magazines show photographs of its doctors all 
over the world helping-- villagers, slum dwellers. Belonging to Medicos del Mundo as 
a doctor carries cachet. At the same time, the person in charge at the moment is 
overworked and volunteers are used on the mobile units, which leaves education and 
service wide open to the whims of the moment--a serious weakness when the population 
is prostitutes. The emphasis seems to be on hardware, not surprising in a medical 
operation. It must be excellent medical service for those it reaches, who happen to work 
in the targeted zones and who have the kind of personality to enter the van. 
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